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In the thirty years since the beginning of reform and opening up, China has developed closer and closer links 
with world politics and economy. Today, to make judgment on the trends of world politics, it is necessary to 
evaluate China’s strength and its role in global affairs; at the same while, to predict the development path of China 
in the future, it is necessary to study the global environment in which China is in, and the future trends of world 
politics and power structure. I wish to provide some personal analyses in four aspects, with regard to the features 
and trends of current world politics as well as the role of China in world affairs. 
The first feature of current world politics is the increasingly noticeable negative impacts of economic 
globalization, and the increasing salience of non-traditional security problems and the imbalanced development. 
Since the end of the Cold War, economic globalization has been ever accelerating. It has promoted the economic 
development, technological progress, flow of information and people and also the transparency of government in 
many countries and regions. The economic cooperation among countries reduces the danger of war and increases the 
cost for political conflicts. However, the negative impacts of globalization have become more and more obvious. 
Along with the economic growth and accumulating of material wealth comes the rapid growth of consumption of 
energy and other natural resources, environmental degradation, the excessive concentration of wealth as well as the 
exacerbated economic inequality, and other complicated social conflicts brought by the rapid circulation of capital 
and human resources. Non-traditional security problems such as financial instability, food shortage, energy shortage, 
pollution, climate change, illegal immigration, transnational crimes, terrorism, epidemic diseases, and product safety, 
have become the central agenda of world politics. 
The global financial crisis this year, initially caused by the subprime crisis in the US, exposes the serious 
problems resulting from economic globalization without effective and strict domestic regulations and international 
coordination. This crisis, though currently limited to the financial and economic sectors, will surely affect political 
and other sectors, resulting in a greater imbalance of income distribution and aggravating social conflicts in some 
countries. 
The imbalance of global economic and social development may intertwine non-traditional security threats with 
traditional ones that are centered on national sovereignty, endangering social stability in certain countries and 
increasing the potentialities of international conflicts. For example, people now start to worry that the shortage of 
energy, food and water resources would revitalize the once frequent contests for territories that have been less 
common now. Some research shows that armed conflicts since the end of the Cold War have taken place mainly in 
less developed regions, such as in some areas in Sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, and Southeast 
Asia. Most of the conflicts are originally domestic, but they often lead to international conflicts and regional 
instability. Once the current financial crisis begins to affect the real economy and touch off recession, the existing 
conflicts will likely worsen. 
Faced with these challenges, the Chinese government came forward with the scientific outlook on development 
and guidelines for promoting social harmony. It requires to change the mode of growth, expand domestic demand, 
1877-0428 © 2010 Beijing Forum. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
doi:10.1016/j.sbspro.2010.05.008
Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences 41 (2010) 6649–6652
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com
Open access under CC BY-NC-ND license.
6650  Wang Jisi / Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences 41 (2010) 6649–6652 
co-ordinate the harmonious development of man and nature, and deal with the relationship between economic 
development, population growth and resource utilization and environmental protection, improve democracy and the 
rule of law, promote the development of society as a whole to take the path that emphasis simultaneously on 
developing production, affluent life and sound eco-civilization development. Only by following such a path of 
development, we can properly deal with all types of unconventional security issues, to make Chinaÿs development 
more sustainable and secure. 
In the past, China’s achievement in driving the growth of world economy and eradicating poverty was widely 
recognized. The new challenges require China to play a new role in the international level, which is to follow a path 
of sustainable development according to China’s reality. China need not only become one of the locomotives of 
world economy but also need to make bigger contribution to the protection of human being’s common resources. 
Sticking to this path means China cannot venture to expand militarily and must control the economic friction and 
competition in terms of resource acquiring to the lowest point. It also means that China need to be innovative, need 
to invest more in science and technology as well as education. Recently, the most important thing to do is to enhance 
the international cooperation in energy-saving, emission-cutting and environ-mental protection. 
The second features of world politics today, is the revival of religious power and all kinds of nationalism around 
the world. 
The end of the Cold War signifies the end of the conflict between two ideologies. However, human history has 
always seen the interactions of contending thoughts. In the complexity of conflicts brought by globalization, people 
tend to search for and rely on spirituality and sense of belonging to a certain group. As a result, in the revival of 
traditional religions, some religious groups go back to the so-called Āfundamentalismā and are endorsed by 
certain communities; when these communities conceive themselves disadvantaged, the ethnic and religious issues 
become intertwined, creating a tendency of separation within the country, with frequent foreign intervention. 
For national consciousness, religious consciousness and nationalism, globalization is a double-edged sword. On 
one hand, state sovereignty is impacted in the process of globalization with the acceleration of transnational flow of 
people and information and the deepening of understanding among nations. On the other hand, the opening up of 
society raised the awareness of difference between “us” and “them”, enhancing the identity of many people towards 
their countries, religions and ethnic groups, raising their awareness of protecting their own traditional cultures, 
customs and values. It is worth noting that the slowdown of world economy intensifies the imbalance of social 
development, stirs up economic nationalism in the form of strong trade protectionism as well as caution and 
resistance to global capital flow. 
Although religion and nationalism have some effects of strengthening social cohesion, they could be used against 
peace, stability and prosperity, pitting different religions, sects and ethnic groups against one another. 
As an ancient civilization, China has always kept a close eye on the development of thoughts and cultures around 
the world. The opening up of China does not only mean the opening up of its economy, but also the opening up to 
the various ideas of different civilizations and ethnic cultures, learning essential elements from world civilizations. 
The Chinese civilization itself is a mixture, with elements coming from different cultures, religions and ethnicities, 
which results in its richness. Chinese people advocate the fusion between different civilizations and cultures, and are 
against their mutual isolation, hatred and separatism. Even more, we are against treating religious, sectarian, ethnic 
and state differences with the use of violence. The role that China can and should play is to serve as a bridge 
between different civilizations and cultures that promotes harmony around the world. 
Needless to say, while China is strengthening its cultural development at home, it wishes to enhance its cultural 
influence abroad, or “soft power.” To a great extent, the enhancing of a nation’s soft power is to share with other 
countries and nations its own most valuable cultural traditions, and fitting them into the humankind’s universal 
values. As a matter of fact, the idea of harmony that China advocates is evident also in other civilizations and 
religions, only to be presented and interpreted in different ways. The strengthening of China’s soft power in culture 
is not meant to the impairing of other countries’ soft power. What the Chinese people can and should do is to first 
build a harmonious society at home and promote tolerance between ethnic and religious groups within the country. 
At the same time, China should expand common grounds and enhance mutual understanding with countries that 
have different social institutions and values. If China opens up itself in terms of both economy and culture, the 
Chinese civilization may play a unique role in the history of civilizations’ integration. 
The third feature of current world politics is that, the center of power, the center of wealth, and the driving force 
of development, are changing. 
Wang Jisi / Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences 41 (2010) 6649–6652 6651
Recently, the international political framework and the balance of forces between great powers have been 
profoundly shifted. Immediately after the Cold War, the status of US as the only superpower was consolidated, 
European integration accelerated and Japan was the economic forerunner in Asia. The developed countries 
controlled the formulation and execution of international regimes. However, as we entered the new millennium, the 
overall power of Western countries showed the sign of relative decline. The Iraqi War started by US in 2003, along 
with a series of other foreign actions, impaired its global image and weakened its soft power. Now that the 
American economy is suffering from the impact of the subprime crisis, its “hard power” is also impaired. The 
economic development in EU and Japan gradually loses momentum, and is also limited by the aging population and 
low birth rate. Right now, the financial crisis blows Europe harder than the US. In general, in the face of more and 
more difficulties and pressure, the confidence in developed countries is waning. 
In contrast, many emerging nations such as China, India, Russia, Brazil and South Africa have seized the 
opportunity of development in globalization and have quickly built up their power. They begin to play more and 
more important roles in world affairs. There is one vivid expression from the West: “growth is in the East, debt is in 
the West”; “the torch of history seems to be relayed from the West to the East.i
But the process in which power, wealth and driving force of development transfers from the west to the east will 
not be smooth. As they transfer, the accompanying difficulties, troubles and criticisms will also transfer. 
Furthermore, as to whether the transferring of such Ātorch of historyā represent a long-term trend and its historical 
significance, further observation and study is needed. 
Geographically speaking, China is an “Eastern” country which vigorously promotes the perfection of economic 
cooperation and security mechanism in Asian and Pacific areas. But China will neither draw a line between “East” 
and “West” in order to decide its own security strategy nor organize and participate in military coalitions. In Asian-
Pacific regional cooperation, China will stick to its open policy, taking into considerations of interests and wishes of 
countries within and outside the region. Since Chinaÿs global economic cooperation has already extended to each 
of the four directions, its strategy will not be confined to “East” or “West” nor will it compete with other powers for 
“spheres of influence”. 
The fact that the speed of China’s development is the fastest among developing countries, the ever increasing 
demand for external resources and markets, as well as the fact that China is a country led by the Communist Party, 
make it interesting to find out what role China will play in such a global transfer of power and wealth. One 
influential view holds that, the emerging power tends to break the existing global balance, challenge the world order 
and bring about international conflicts. According to that viewpoint, this is the law of international relations that the 
emerging China cannot break, and the ultimate confrontation between US and China cannot be avoided. 
This doubt reveals one question that China cannot ignore when it is dealing with current international affairs, 
which is how to evaluate and how to make use of its rising strength and influence. It should be noticed that although 
China keeps making claims about its peaceful intentions and emphasizing its developing country status as well as 
the obstacles ahead of it, the doubt about China’s rise will still mount up. It is best to keep a cool head about it. Also, 
it is far from enough just to make general policy announcements or to generally disprove ĀChina threatā. More 
importantly, China should exhibit to the world its own pattern of behavior and clear strategic design to break the so-
called Āhistorical rule of the great power tragedyā.
In the transferring process of power and wealth, China must evaluate its own strength very objectively, avoid 
pretension and cautiously analyze the change in global power structure. It must adhere to the principle of 
international justice but avoid unnecessary involvement in international political conflicts. First of all, China will 
stick to the policy of non-alignment; second, China will stick to the policy of all-round opening up and continued 
global cooperation, and will not base its treatment of international relations upon ideology or social institutions; 
third, China need to establish a developmental pattern that is innovative, domestic-demand-based and does not 
depend on material resources. In this way, during the process of global change, Chinaÿs development can be a 
predictable and stable factor. 
Upon the basis the three features that have been just discussed, we naturally notice the last and also the most 
essential one—international rules and order are changing profoundly. 
The most primitive rule in international politics is the so-called the Ārule of the jungle rule. But lessons learned 
from costly wars as well as the increasing interdependence of economy among states spawn the birth of international 
laws, rules of international relations and the gradually established international organizations, regimes and norms. 
However, countless facts show that the existing international organizations and regimes mainly formulated after the 
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World War II are lagging far behind the process of globalization, creating serious “international regime deficit”. For 
example, the call for UN reform is strong but little action is seen; the failure of the Doha Round indicates that the 
world trade regime urgently needs repairing; IMF is unable to cope with the spreading international financial crisis; 
the cooperation regime for energy and global climate change is far from being established; the principle and rule for 
international humanitarian intervention is in great controversy; no consensus is reached globally on how to treat 
national separatism; all kinds of NGOs and MNCs are playing a more and more important role in international 
affairs, but their actions need to be properly regulated; G8 has recently invited five developing countries into the 
circle, but it has not formulated a long-term and more representative coordinating mechanism among the great 
powers, in order to cope with the increasingly urgent global challenge. 
In short, the “deficit” of global governance is growing bigger and bigger. The current international regimes are 
more and more unable to deal with the emerging global issues and urgently need to be renovated. Otherwise, 
political, ethnical and religious conflicts in certain areas will run out of control, the cooperation between great 
powers cannot be deepened and continued, and the harmony between human beings and nature will be serious 
damaged. 
As an active participants and beneficiary of economic globalization, China has gone through a process in which it 
re-recognizes and gradually adapts to the existing international political and economic order. After joining the WTO, 
China has been playing a positive role in almost all of the important global regimes and fulfilling corresponding 
duties. At the same time, the attention and expectation from global community increases, demanding China to take 
greater international obligations. 
After re-recognizing and adapting to the existing international political and economic rules, China will play a 
more active role, namely upholding the sound rules and order under the current system, reform the unsound ones, 
and advocate and participate in the formulation of new rules and orders. For example, as one of the biggest emitter 
of GHG, China need to come forward with specific energy-saving and emission cutting plan to participate in the 
formulation of new international framework before the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012; as a big consumer and 
producer of energy, China should have a bigger voice in world energy price; as a country with strong nuclear 
capability and with rapidly developing space technology, China should play a more important role in international 
regimes such as nuclear non-proliferation, arm control and the peaceful use of outer space; as a big trader, after the 
failure of Doha Round, China need to coordinate with relevant countries to look for a new solution. 
By actively participating in the formulation of global rules and reforming the current global order, China can 
further consolidate its claimed concept of Ātaking peaceful development pathā and Āco-building a harmonious 
worldā.
Simply put, in the complexity of world politics, China will play four roles: sticking to the path of sustainable 
development; promoting integration between the various civilizations; securing the smooth transition of the 
international structure; and advocating for sound international rules and order. 
Currently, the future development path and international strategy of China is under heated debates both inside 
and outside the country. What I have said here only represent my own view. I firmly believe what cost China needs 
to take as international obligations and China’s diplomatic strategy are first and foremost based on China’s reality, 
which is a concern of sovereignty, security and development. At the same time, we need to take into consideration 
the global trends and expectations from the world. It is the Chinese scholars’ obligation to recommend policy 
options and respond to global opinions, on the basis of intensive studies of both domestic and global situations and 
their interaction. 
Thank you very much. 
                                                          
i ”Dominique Moisi, “A global downturn in the power of the west,” Financial Times, October 5, 2008. 
